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FIGURE 3.2 Sketch of the true loom used by Navajos. This was inherited from the prehistoric past. In this Navaj type,
beams are set up in the hogan or in the open, with cross beams sceurely tied to them. From the top horizontal &am is
suspended a secomlar)' and smaller beam (tension har); to the latter is attached, in turn, the bar to which the warps have
been secured. The opposite warp bar is attached to the bottom beam, Weaving begins at the bottom, with weft threads
inserted largely by hand; sometimes the thread is wound on a long stick and passed through a number of warps. To aid in
opening warps (or shed) for this purpose are the heddles and shed rods. For example, the heddle is pulled forward (the
batten stick inserted to hold it apen ), and all threads attached thereto will be in front of the wefts now inserted, The batten
all, the wooden comb nay be used for this pur-

stick may also be used to pound down the welt threads, or, if the spuce is sm
the weaver can always sit at her work.

pose. The rope at the top of the loom can be used to lower the loom sa that'
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